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INTRODUCTION
by the
HON. GENERAL SECRETARY

IT gives me much pleasure to introduce to you, on behalf of my
Club, the Wycombe Wanderers Football Club’s Official Handbook,
which we hope will be of interest.

 Naturally, in compiling a history of Wycombe Wanderers it has
not been possible to mention the great number of players, officials,
etc., who, since the Club’s formation, have done so much to establish
the Club in the proud position in Amateur football it now holds.

We are indeed very proud of the achievements of present and
bygone days which are presented to you in the history of the Club,
and not least among these is the improvement over many years of the
accommodation, both for players and spectators, which has been
made, and which now ranks Loakes Park as one of the best Amateur
grounds in the country.

We are happy to have the opportunity of saying here how much
our thanks are due to the Patron, President, Chairman, Officers and
Committee of the present time for their untiring zeal and endeavours
for the furtherance of the prosperity of the Club at all times.

Finally our thanks must be given to the Supporters Club for
their extremely valuable assistance to the Club, and particularly for
the efficient way in which they have ensured the arrival and safe return
of supporters in away matches. We thank all their hard-working
officials for all the help they render to the parent Club.

W. J. HAYTER.
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WYCOMBE WANDERERS FOOTBALL CLUB
1884—1957

by E. RoLrH

YCOMBE WANDERERS FOOTBALL CLUB is one of the oldest established

Amateur Football Clubs in the South of England, having been

founded inthe year 1884, in the days when Leagues were unknown
and when there were very few cup competitions.

The beginning was very modest when, in the early 1880’s, a
number of young men, endowed by the spirit of adventure, got together
one evening under a street gas lamp, near “ The Compasses,”” Saffron
Platt, to talk about the prospects of forming a football club. Interest
in the idea soon developed and a number of men-folk living in the
Wheelers Field district of High Wycombe, namely Duke Street, Slater
Street and Totteridge Road, gave them their support.

People at the present time have difficulty in visualising the small-
ness of the town in the early 1880’s. 'The area of the town in that year
was 126 acres, increased to 686 in 1884, and now the area of High
Wycombe is 7,091 acres. One, therefore, must realise the many
difficulties which had to be overcome before a football club could
begin. Young men worked long hours, from early morning until late
at night and on Saturdays as well. Organised football was almost
non-existent. The English Cup had not reached popularity and the
system of playing home and away games in competitive arrangement
was in its infancy. In actual fact, very little notice was taken of the
first English Cup Finals by the press. Playing facilities were almost
unobtainable, means of travel were very few and often players walked
several miles to play and they had to meet their own expenses. Yet
the Wanderers survived.

Several efforts had been made previously to establish a football
club for High Wycombe ; all had been short lived. The young men
who formed the meeting in Saffron Platt thought in terms of having a
game or two in the district to satisfy their own inclinations. The
playing field was The Rye—not the Rye as we know it today by any
means. When the Wanderers played there it was boggy and there
was mud in plenty. Cows belonging to the dairymen of the town
grazed upon it. These animals made the entrance deep in mud where
they entered the Rye in the morning and left in the afternoon to return,
for milking and feeding, to the cowsheds situated in the different parts
of the borough. So bad was the western end of the Rye that it was
called the “Dead Dyke” because of its marshy state—Still they
played !






men played a big part in the early Wanderers. For some unknown
reason the meeting decided to elect an older man for chairman,
non-playing. He was Mr. Billy Dimmock and a great character in his
day ; he was a brewer’s drayman and he was able to keep these tough
youngsters in check and did much for the Club in its early days.

THE WANDERERS BEGIN TO GROW

The “ Steam Engine > P.H. at the top of Railway Place was adopted
as the headquarters and for dressing accommodation, being within easy
reach of the Rye. There being no bath, the lads had to wash down in
the yard, using a wooden tub with cold water. They played friendly
matches. In the second year they played their first game in the
Wycombe Cup, losing by 15 goals to nil. Here we should refer to the
goalkeeper, Mr. ““ Cack ” Randell, who still lives in Duke Street.
After a year at the * Steamer > the Club moved to the “ Masons’
Arms,” Saffron Platt, following which they were enticed down to the
“ Nags Head,” London Road, where Bill Pearce was the landlord. He
became the first real treasurer of the Club and gave all possible
assistance. With improved facilities for changing and only a few steps
across to the Rye, support for the Club began to increase, other towns-
men, such as Charley Deacon, Alderman, County Councillor, J.P.
and afterwards Mayor ; Alderman R. S. Wood, Solicitor (afterwards
Mayor) ; R. J. Howland, Chair Manufacturer ; George T. Miles,
Agent to Lord Carrington, and others became attached.

MOVE TO SPRING GARDENS

Later it was decided to apply for a playing pitch at Spring Gardens,
situated where Messrs. Furniture Industries Ltd. is now. There was,
of course, no railway then. The first match played there was inter-
rupted by an agitation against the Wanderers playing, because it closed
up a footpath that had been used for many years from London Road
to Tylers Green. It was impossible to enclose the field, but a small
charge was made to see the game. Children, of course, broke in over
the hedge. Consequently when special cup ties had to be played, the
Wycombe Cricket Club very generously allowed the use of the cricket
ground to the Wanderers.

The skill of the team improved, for six years after they had been
formed, they reached the final of the Berks & Bucks Junior Cup in
1890-91. After a terrific drawn game at Maidenhead, they lost the
replay to Reading Albion by 5 goals to 3. It should be interesting to
publish that side :—

J. Ball, goal ; G. Becket, O. Ball, backs (O. Ball is the oldest Wycombe Wanderer
now alive, we wish him good health) ; C. Nash, J. Putman and G. Bowles, half-
backs ; Sonnie Lane, Datchet Webb, S. Motris, T. Jennings, Jim Ray, forwards.
Sam Morris was hurt in the first game and Jack Corby took his place in the replay.
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TO BE OR NOT TO BE—SENIORS ?

The considerable improvement in the standard of play eventually
brought about this question and a special meeting to discuss the
advisability of moving up into Senior football was held in 1894—just
ten years after the formation of the Club. It was a spirited meeting,
held at the “ Nag’s Head,” the room being full of players and sup-
porters. Mr. C. W. Deacon was the chairman. The proposal put to
the meeting * that this Club become a Senior Club,” soon met with
strong opposition, in which several of the players expressed the view
that the Junior Cup should be won first. The chairman, replying to
the opposition to the motion, made special reference to those players
who had participated in the discussion against going senior, stated
with emphasis : “ That should any of the players be against it, he
would remind them that there were as good fish in the sea as ever
came out of it.” That brought forth a retort from Bunny Stevens, a
great player and one of the first to play for the Berks & Bucks County
side, a wag amongst the players : “ Yes, Mr. Chairman, but they want
a lot of catching.” After further discussion the proposal was carried
almost unanimously.

MOVE TO LOAKES PARK

The Wanderers having taken the initial step to become Seniors,
entered the Berks & Bucks County Cup. They were drawn against
Slough on the Dolphin ground and won the game.

Meanwhile arrangements had been made to lease Loakes Park for
the use of the Club, largely due to the efforts of Charley Deacon and
George Miles, from Lord Carrington, who granted the lease for 14
years at £30 per annum. Mr. George Miles was Treasurer, President
and Chairman of the Club covering many years. Loakes Park was
beautifully situated behind the Wycombe Abbey gardens, on the south
side of the Borough, within easy reach of the centre of the town, edged
with decorative trees, on the Chiltern Hills, with its grassy slopes and
grand views. This, with its invigorating clean air, made it one of the
most attractive playing arenas in the country.

It was then a rough pitch, actually on the slope, with no stand, no
terracing and no shelter from the elements. The entrance was from
the Marlow Hill, where the gates opened on to the field upon which
the Hospital now stands, and the spectators walked across the field
to the Park.

The players at first changed and used the “ Red Lion ” Hotel for
the headquarters. Afterwards they moved to “ The Swan,” Paul’s
Row. Both teams used the big room for changing into football gear,
and they then walked along St. Mary’s Street, up Marlow Hill to the
ground.
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EARLY SUCCESS

The Wanderers’ first side to play at Loakes Park was :—

J. Ball, goal ; H. Turner, A. W. Keen (still with us), backs ; F. C. Keen, R.
Collier, G. Stevens, half-backs; F. Abbott (afterwards Assistant Commissioner
Metropolitan Police), W. Buchanan, F. Jennings, C. Buchanan (killed in First World
War), R Green, forwards. C. Harper was the Secretary.

They reached the final of the Berks & Bucks County Cup the
first year playing there, when Marlow beat Wycombe 2 goals to 1.
Marlow was a great side in those distant days, for they had played in
the semi-final of the English Cup in 1881-82, losing to the Old
Etonians 1 goal to nil. During this season, two players were selected
to play for the County side, namely F. W. Abbott and F. C. Keen.

In 1898-99 the Berks & Herts Contiguous League was entered
with teams consisting of Chesham Generals, Watford, Chesham Town,
Aylesbury and Wolverton. Ten games were played, 3 won, 6 lost
and 1 drawn, with goals for 20 and goals against 30.

The Southern League, Division 2, was also joined, the teams being,
Chesham Town, Maidenhead Town, Southall, Brentford, Wolverton,
Iron Works, St. Albans, Uxbridge, Fulham and Shepherds Bush.
Twenty-two games were played, 10 won, 10 lost and 2 drawn, goals
for 55, against 57. Quite a fair season.

Meanwhile the Wanderers had been in the final of the Berks &
Bucks Senior Cup in the seasons 1898-99, 1899-1900, losing on each
occasion to the formidable Marlow Club.

In 1900-01 the Wanderers did not enter for the Senior Cup.
This caused the Berks & Bucks Football Association to bring in a
rule (Rule 5, page 33, B. & B. Handbook) that all affiliated clubs must
enter for the County Cup competitions.

At this time it became obvious that the development of Soccer
had caused a great increase in the interest of the game and in fact it
now was being played in many parts of the world.

It is now that we feel that some notes in retrospect would be
interesting. For example, each club was required to provide its own
referee and one linesman when playing at home. The Wycombe
officials at the time when we entered Senior football were Steb Evans,
referee, and George Becket, linesman. Both were great sportsmen
and participated in organized games until a great age.

The Amateur Cup match z Casuals was played on January 30th,
1897, at Loakes Park, when the verdict was awarded to the Casuals
by 5 goals to 3, after extra time. The Wanderers team was :—

J. Ball, goal ; A. W. Keen, Rev. A. G. P. Baines (afterwards President of the
B. & B. F.A), backs ; F. C. Keen, R. Collier, G. Stevens, half-backs ; A. Green,
J. H. Davies, F. G. Jennings, W. Buchanan and F. W. Abbott, forwards.

F. C. Keen, a great ball-player, was adjudged the best man of the
match in a competition arranged by the London “ Evening Sun,” by
152 votes, and he was awarded the medal.
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Wycombe Wanderers won the Wycombe Cup in 1893-94 and
again in 1894-95, but after that year ceased to enter this competition.

Charley Harper, the General Secretary from the Seniors, was a
good player, when we played at Spring Gardens. He was a teacher
at Priory Road School and a well-known character in the locality. He
was a dapper man, slightly bald on top, with a nicely waxed moustache
fiercely stretched to a fine point at both sides. He was full of energy
and self-confidence in the great task of reorganizing the Club and
ground at Loakes Park, and established the foundation to the high road
of success. )

LOAKES PARK DEVELOPMENT

The officials and committee began to plan in 1898 the ground
levelling scheme. This was a big job and took a long time to do.
The actual work commenced in 1899 and Bossy Lee was the contractor.
No mechanical devices, such as bulldozers, excavators and the like
were available, all the earth had to be dug out with pick and shovel
and wheeled away in hand barrows, across planks laid down over the
chalky soil, the distance daily increasing as the workmen dug further
into the hillside. Work could not proceed in bad weather, especially
during the winter months. Consequently a couple of seasons were
lost to Loakes Park.

During this period of levelling the Wanderers first played on the
Barracks Meadow, situated where the entrance now is and where
Suffield Road and part of the Gasworks are. The military used it for
training purposes. There was open fencing at both ends of the field
and-people looked on without payment.

So the Club moved to Daws Hill Park, across the Dyke from the
Rye, over which a flimsy bridge was built, about half way between
Wendover Way and the present Bathing Pool. There was one turn-
stile on the Park side, through which all spectators passed.

Some exceedingly thrilling games were played there. One of the
greatest games was with Reading in the English Cup. The visitors
were a powerful side and included J. Holt, the great International
centre-half, and Herbert Smith, one of the best amateur backs of all
time. The records give the result as a win for Reading by 7 goals to 1.

BERKS & BUCKS CUP, 1901-02

At last the Wanderers won the Berks & Bucks Senior Cup at
Maidenhead, against Slough, by 3 goals to nil. All the goals were
scored by Sonny Rouse, who was the first player to go from the Club
as a professional. His first club was Grimsby Town, afterwards he
went to Stoke, Division 1. Stoke brought a full team down to Loakes
Park after the alterations had been completed and gave a wonderful
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exhibition of football. Their goalkeeper was L. R. Roose, Welsh
International, and he gave a great display. Sonny Rouse used to drive
the horse bus from High Street to Loudwater. He also played for
Chelsea, Everton and West Bromwich Albion.

To return to winning the Cup. Crowds of people went from
Wycombe, by horse and cart, some walked (a common thing in those
days). With the hotels open all day from 6 a.m., the lads called at
most of them on the way for refreshment, to keep fresh and vigorous
and enthusiastic for the match.

So there was a good crowd. The Wanderers supporters were
made up in fantastic costume, comic, serious, but in two blues. Rattles,
bells and anything that could exaggerate the ordinary noise of shouting
were used to cheer on the Chairboys, as they were then called. Many
Wanderers people had beautiful miniature chairs attached to their
lapels, absolutely made to scale and in the true classic design.

At the end of the game the enthusiasm was tremendous, because
the winning of the B. & B., as the trophy was affectionately called,
was at that time a means of bringing fame and prestige to the winners.

THE HOMECOMING WITH THE CUP

The return of the players was a thrilling moment. The train was
met at Loudwater railway station by thousands of people, most of
whom had walked from Wycombe. A horse and wagonette was
waiting, into which all the players tumbled, together with the officials.
The horse was taken out of the shafts and ropes were attached, and
willing supporters dragged the team all the way to “ The Swan,”
Pauls Row, through vast crowds of cheering people lining both sides
of the street.

It is worth recording the first instance of winning this cup, the
games played and who played. 1st round at Maidenhead, won 4—1 ;
2nd round away to Aylesbury United, won 2—1 ; semi-final at Marlow
against Chesham Generals, won 2—1. The Final was at Maidenhead
against Slough, won 3—0, on the 31st March, 1902.

The team was :(—

E. Reynolds (killed in First World War) (who broke his leg playing against

Brentford in the English Cup, 1902-03), goal ; A. W. Keen, C. Tilbury, backs ;
Bunny Stevens, B. C. Hooper (one of the few Royal Grammar School boys to play,
and afterwards Secretary of the Club), Fred Keen, half-backs ; Tom Barlow, Steb
Hearne, Sonny Rouse, Bill Buchanan and Jim Aldridge, forwards.
What heroes these men were. When Lord George Sanger’s circus
came to Wycombe, Bill Buchanan played the elephant at football, a
gigantic ball, and people came from all parts to see the spectacle, staged
in the Fair Meadow, West Wycombe Road—now Pugh’s garage.

15



GGG

Hice WyCOMBE 3545 EVENING 3062-3104 <
2
Jarvis, Little & Tew, Ltd. ¢
(Incorporating J. T. Harris) g
9
75a EASTON STREET
HIGH WYCOMBE
% *
Central Heating : Plumbing : Hot Water Installation
g Decorations of Distinction
% and all Building Alterations and Repairs
SEEHEEEHEHCETEEHEHETEEEEOSESEETOOEHEEEEHEHOHHOTEEES?

HIGH WYCOMBE’S LEADING TOY SHOP . . ..

W. A. CHILD & SON

115-116 OXFORD ROAD
Est. 1878 HIGH WYCOMBE  Tel. H.W. 2670

PO

PPV OOV DO,

Have you joined cur Tey Club yet ?

AT o

We are agents for all the leading toy makes :
TRIANG TOYS, MECCANO & HORNBY, TRIX, BAYKO,
( CORGI, CLOCKWORK & ELECTRIC TRAIN SETS,
STEAM ENGINES & MODELS, DOLLS & DOLLS’
PRAMS, ETC,, ETC.

SELECT YOUR CHRISTMAS TOYS NOW

POV OV OOV VOV VW:

Y

GET YOUR CLUB CARD TO-DAY




All this time the Wanderers had been playing on Daws Hill Park.
The ground at Loakes Park having been levelled, had to be left to
allow the grass to grow and the soil to settle, therefore it was not until
the season of 1902-03 that they were able to return to play there. The
entrance to the ground was from the western side and the players now
walked along Lily’s Walk from “ The Swan > Hotel. But the young-
sters and enthusiasts continued to follow.

LEAN PLAYING PERIOD

The Wanderers after this success struck a bad patch, failing in
cups and holding very low positions in the Southern League. Journeys
began to lengthen as the popularity of professional football developed
and more clubs joined the league.

Clubs were Portsmouth, Southampton, Swindon, Salisbury City, Hastings &
St. Leonards, Brighton & Hove, Fulham, Watford, Millwall, Grays United, Reading,
and our great rivals, Chesham Town, Southall, etc.

Great tussles ensued and famous players were to be seen from time
to time~——

Lock, goalkeeper, Southampton, afterwards Glasgow Rangers ; Scottish Inter-
national, Charley Wallace, C. Buchan, Harold Halse, Fatty Wedlock (played for
Bristol City when he was the regular centre-half for England).

Incidentally, the Wanderers played Bristol City (when they had
been in the Final of the English Cup and were runners-up for the
English League, Division I) and lost by 8 to 3. This was an exhibition
match on a Fair Monday, which was generally looked upon by country
people as a holiday. So from 1902 until 1908-09 the Wanderers were
out of it as trophy winners.

THE FIRST STAND

Despite the misfortune in failing to get a winning side, the Club
continued to plan for the future and the question of a Stand was raised.
There were a number of reasons for this : (1) to satisfy supporters who
desired to sit in shelter ; (2) to increase the revenue ; and (3) most
of all in importance, to screen off the play from those who occupied
positions on Tom Burt’s Hill and the Barracks Road.

The late Harry Browning, owner of the Red Lion Hotel, called a
meeting of interested people who might be prepared to put up the
money to build a-Stand. Very few stands were to be seen in those
days, even in top class football. Agreement was reached and in 1904
the stand was put out to tender and the work completed in 1905. We
pay tribute to those pioneers who made it possible for a stand to be
erected on Loakes Park. It still stands today and is the centre third
of the present stand. The crowds on the hill began to diminish. The
first B. & B. Senior Cup Final was played there in 1903 and a big
crowd of 7,000 attended, to witness Slough defeat Aylesbury 3—O0.
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WANDERERS GREAT SIDE, 1908-10

In 1907, an ex-professional reinstated amateur, Tommy Gilson,
came to live in High Wycombe. He had played for Aston Villa and
other clubs. His application to play for the Wanderers was granted
and he proceeded to play in league and English Cup games. Under his
guidance the team developed into a truly great side. Meanwhile the
Club had withdrawn from the Southern League and joined the Great
Western Suburban League. They won the Berks & Bucks Senior
Cup two years in succession without a goal being scored against them.

In the Final of the Berks & Bucks Cup in 1908-09 Chesham
Town were beaten by 3 to 0. In the following year Wokingham
Athletic were defeated 3—0 after a draw of 0—0. The teams in the
Great Western Suburban League in 1909-10 were :—

Brentford Reserves, Reading Reserves, Windsor & Eton, Maidenhead, Hanwell,
2nd Scots Guards, Uxbridge, Southall, Slough, Staines, Maidenhead Norfolkians.

The Wanderers reached the quarter-finals of the Amateur Cup,
being unfortunate to lose in the 4th round to the Coldstrean Guards
by the odd goal. The Guards were outplayed, but their goalkeeper,
Cpl. Leese, international, played magnificently, saving shots fired in at
all angles. Wanderers’ side :—

Chic Vickers, goal ; Charley Tilbury, and George Holland (a schoolmaster at
Spring Gardens School), backs ; George Buchanan (killed in the 1914-18 War),
Bunnv Hooper, Harry Gates, half-backs ; Fred Langley (killed in the first World
War also), Bly Brion, Ralph Roberts, Fred Pheby and Dockie Payne, forwards.
George Holland was a great sportsman and always played when Tommy Gilson
was not qualified and at other times acted as the reserve. It was a Wycombe-born
side with the exception of Gilson and Pheby (Chesham).

In the second round of the Amateur Cup against Luton Clarence
on January 10th, 1910, Wycombe Wanderers had a tremendous game,

Pheby scoring two grand goals to win 2—0. The gate was £30 and
this was a large amount in those days.

Some well-known names now begin to appear :—

Billy O’Gorman is selected to play for the B. & B. Juniors in 1909-10, only
the second Wanderers’ player to be chosen ; the first was F. W. Rouse as far back
as 1901-02. Billy is picked in 1910-11 to play for the County Seniors. A. Smith
is selected for the County Juniors in 1912-13—the third Wanderers’ player to be
so chosen.

We cannot mention all those who have gained honours individually,
but we publish the names of those players who have represented
the Counties.

Caps awarded. E. Reynolds, F. W. Rouse, 1901-02.

F. W. Abbott, F. C. Keen, 1896-97. F. Russell, C. Tilbury, 1902-03.
J. Aldridge, W. Buchanan, A. W. B. C. Hooper, 1903-04.

Keen, G. Stevens, 1898-99. F. Langley, 1905-06.

R. Roberts, 1906-07.

Badges were awarded instead onwards G. Buchanan, 1907-08.
C. Buchanan, F. C. Keen, 1899-1900. H. Gates, 1908-09.
W. Buchanan, 1900-01. W. O’Gorman, 1910-11.
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After this date badges were awarded
for years played.
F. Adams, 192021, 1921-22, 1922-23,
1923-24, 1926-27.
R. Boreham, 1920-21, 1921~-22, 1922—
23, 1923-24, 1924-25.
T. ]ackman, 1920—21 1921-22, 1922-

A. Grace 1921-22, 1922-23, 1923-24,
192425,

F. Gates, 1922-23, 1923-24.

A. Smith, 1922-23.

J. Kipping, 1923-24, 1924-25, 1926—
27, 1927-28, 1928-29, 1929-30,
1931-32, 1932-33.

A. E. Weaver, 1923-24.

A. W. Fryer, 1924-25, 1925-26.

W. Brown, 1928-29, 1929-30, 1930—
31, 1932-33, 1933-34,

T. J. Wells, 1928-29.

S. Crump, 1929-30, 1930-31, 1932-
33.

F. C. Braisher,
1932-33.

L. Badrick, 1932-33.

R. S. Cox, 1935-36, 1936-37.

P. Young, 1936-37.

N. Turner, 1937-38, 1938-39.

J. Gearing, 1938-39.

N. Holliman, 1938-39.

G. ]ackson 1947~ 48, 1948-49, 1950-

E. Bunce 1947-48.

F. Gearmg, 1947-48, 1948-49, 1949~
50, 1950-51.

S. F. Hobbs, 1950-51.

C. Lodge, 1950-51, 1951-52.

D. Atkins, 1951-52, 1952-53, 1953-
54,

J. Blizzard, 195152, 1952-53.

K. Butler, 1951-52, 1953-54.

M. Partridge, 1951-52,
1953-54.

L. A. Perkins, 1951-52.

R. D. Tunmer, 1951-52, 1952-53.

C. Burgess, 1952-53, 1953-54.

M. Hunt, 1953-54, 1954-55.

J. Moring, 1952-53, 1953-54, 1954—

1930-31, 1931-32,

1952-53,

55, 1955-56, 1956-57.

S. J. Tomlin, 1952-53.

F. Westley, 1952-53, 1953-54, 1954—
55, 1955-56, 1956-57.

F. Lawson, 1954-55, 1955-56, 1956—
57.

C. Trott, 1954-55, 1955-56, 1956—57.

M. Wicks, 195455, 1955-56, 1956-57.

P. Bates, 1955-56, 1956-57.

B. Darvill, 1955-56.

D. Syrett, 1955-56, 1956-57.

G. Truett, 1955-56.

JuNIORS

F. W. Rouse, 1901-02.

W. O’Gorman, 1909-10.

A. Smith, 1912-13.

W. McDermott, 1920-21.

R. G. Hinton, 1920-21, 1921-22.
F. E. Crook, 1922-23.

B. Newell, 1921-22, 1922-23.
H. Phipps, 1923-24.

J. Kipping, 1923-24.

W. T. Keen, 1927-28.

A. Jackman, 1929-30, 1932-33.
A. Greenwell, 1930-31.

G. M. Darvill, 1932-33.

W. Youens, 1932-33.

H. Timms, 1934-35.

R. J. Meeks, 1936-37.

A. Burgess, 1954-55.

K. Crook, 1955-56, 1956-57.
D. Worley, 1956-57.

BROTHERS WHO PLAYED FOR B. & B.
anp W.W.F.C.

W. Buchanan, C. Buchanan, G.
Buchanan.

F. C. Keen, A. W. Keen.

H. Gates, F. Gates.

J. Gearing, F. Gearing.

SENIOR AND JUNIOR BADGES FOR
B. &B

F. W. Rouse, W. O’Gorman, A.
Smith, J. Kipping.

In 1912-13 the Wanderers won the County Cup again, defeating
Maidenhead Norfolkians 2—1, after a draw of 1—1.

THE FIRST WORLD WAR

Then in 1914 war broke out in Europe.
and many of the Wanderers joined up immediately.

All football was stopped
The ground was

commandeered by the military authorities for the Royal Field Artillery,
who used it for many purposes. This district was a training area for
instruction in riding and drill. The Wanderers ceased to function
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They won the Spartan League very easily and had a remarkable
run in the English Cup, losing at Kettering by 2—1, the winning goal
being scored in the last minute.

In the Amateur Cup the Wanderers gave us some thrilling en-
counters, and excitement was tremendous. We recall one game against
Barnet in January, 1921. Barnet scored two quick goals before a bg
crowd. A slight mist enveloped the ground so that the spectators at
the ends could not see the goal at the other end. About three minutes
to half-time, a great shout went up from the Marlow Hill end—
Tommy Jackman had scored. Immediately afterwards there was
another roar and he had scored again. He scored a third goal, which
gave us a win, 3—2, in the 2nd round.

For the 4th round the team had to travel up north to Loftus
Albion. The journey was too far and we were defeated. What a
wonderful season, we could have won the Amateur Cup with a little
luck. However, the powers that be had recognised the beautiful
football being played, fast, skilful and sporting. The forwards may
have been the five best playing at that time. All could have gone to
Ist Division clubs. Reggie Boreham was capped for England after-
wards and Joe Grace for Wales. Many of the other players received
recognition of some kind or another. Frank Adams played at centre-
half and Captained the team. The B. & B. Cup was won, against
Slough, 5—2.

INVITATION TO THE ISTHMIAN LEAGUE

The Wanderers received an invitation to play in the Isthmian
League, a great honour in those days, for all the leading clubs were in
this league. What beautiful football they played, it was a delight to
watch and many exciting games were seen on Loakes Park.

The Wanderers had to play tremendously hard to hold their own,
but they succeeded as the table hereunder shows.

Chesham United beat Wycombe in the Final of the B. & B. Cup,
after a draw 1—1, by 2 goals to nil. It was the first game which gained
a record crowd for a final in the Allied Counties, and we are of opinion
it stands to this day. Two good sides, 1921-22.

[STHMIAN LEAGUE 1921-22
SENIOR SECTION RESERVES SECTION

Goals Goals
P, W. D. L. F. A Pis. P. W. D. L. F. A Pis
Ilford . .. 26 17 4 5 66 34 38  Wimbledon .24 14 5 5 62 29 33
Dulwich Hamlet .. 26 14 8 4 65 24 36  Clapton .. .. 024 14 5 5 55 51 33
London Caledonians 26 16 4 6 41 21 36 Leytonstone .24 13 6 5 70 39 32
Nunhead .. 26 12 5 9 65 41 29  Dulwich Hamlet .. 24 11 9 4 58 33 3]
Clapton .. .. 26 13 3 10 51 46 29 Nlford .. .. 24 12 4 8 57 38 28
Tufnell Park .. 026 10 7 9 44 39 27  Wycombe Wanderers 24 1l 5 8 76 56 27
Oxford City .. 26 12 2 12 48 47 26  Oxford City .24 11 4 9 44 36 26
Wycombe Wanderexrs 26 12 2 12 61 64 26  Civil Service .. 24 8 7 929 33 23
Civil Service .. 026 9 9 8 40 48 26  Tufnell Park .. 24 8 4 12 35 5 20
Woking .. .. 26 10 6 10 39 49 26  Nunhead .. .. 24 6 4 14 30 61 16
Leytonstone 020009 6 11 41 48 24 West Norwood .. 24 5 5 14 40 61
West Norwood .. 26 8 5 13 43 57 21 London Caledonians 24 4 6 14 24 50 14
Wimbledon .. 26 7 4 15 52 56 18  Woking .. .. 24 4 6 14 24 61 14
Casuals’ .. .20 2 24 25107 2
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The Berks & Bucks Senior Cup was won again in 1922-23,
Maidenhead United being beaten by 4—0. In 1924-25 the Wanderers
once again won, against Windsor & Eton, 2—0, after a draw of 0—0.
In 1927-28 we were beaten by Maidenhead United in the Final by 1 nil.

In the Isthmian League we held just about equal, generally about
the middle of the League Table. Sometimes we brought off a sensa-
tional result. For example, when we played Gillingham in the English
Cup, a draw at Gillingham, but losing the replay at home.

However, we had a splendid season in 1930-31, a great side that
was, In the early stages of the Amateur Cup all opposition was over-
whelmed by big scores. - One of the difficult games was against the
Metropolitan Police. We will give a little more detail of these games,
because history was made and the Wanderers won the Amateur Cup
after a sensational game at Highbury, by 1 goal to nil, against Hayes.

WANDERERS WIN AMATEUR CUP AT HIGHBURY

On December 30th, 1930, at Tufnell Park, the Wanderers played
the first of a series of games (which resulted in the winning of the F.A.
Amateur Cup) against the London Caledonians, a formidable side and
worthy opponents, by the fair margin of 4 goals to 1, goals being scored
by Vernon 2, Brown 2. The London Caledonians won the Amateur
Cup in 1922-23 by defeating Evesham Town, 2—1 after extra time,
and were also Isthmian League champions several times.

The second round found us at home to Walthamstow Avenue,
when goals by Brown (3) and Tapping (3) gave us the victory by 6—1.
In the third round at Loakes Park, we beat Romford by 6—2 and a
record crowd of 9,014 saw Vernon (2) Rance (2), Britnell (1) and
Timberlake (1) score the goals.

There was great excitement in the town when it was known that in
the 4th round we were drawn against the Metropolitan Police, away, at
Imber Court, on February 21st, 1931. The game was a very even
one which resulted in a 1—1 draw. Brown scored. The replay on the
following Saturday at Loakes Park drew a great crowd and the
Wanderers entered the semi-final for the first time after a terrific
struggle, by 2 goals to 1. Goals scored by Braisher and Vernon.

The semi-final was played at Ilford on March 7th, 1931, against
Woking and amidst unforgettable enthusiasm the Wanderers won by
3 goals to 0. Britnell (2) and Brown (1) scored the goals.
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were cheers for Pat Badrick and the Cup. It was said that * The
Swan > was shaken to its foundations by the enthusiasm of the crowds.
The Guildhall was eventually opened. Ralph Gardner was the General
Secretary, one with long experience in football administration.

A special dinner was held in the Town Hall later, when all the old
players that were known were invited, as were many of the football
personalities of that period. Philip Rutland, a well-known solicitor
and ex-Mayor, played a big part in this. The speeches were long and
varied and all enjoyed a happy evening.

It is said that fact is stranger than fiction, perhaps it is in this
instance. The match following the defeat of Woking in the semi-final
F.A.A.C,, the Wanderers played those redoubtable opponents Chesham
at Maidenhead in the semi-final of the B. & B. Cup, and, believe it or
not, lost by 4 goals to 2. Pat Badrick and Doug Vernon did not play.
A. Greenwell played at centre-half, A. Mines at left-halfand G. Tapping
centre-forward. Results like this are for the good of the game and we
do not belittle our opponents or those that played in the match.

A WORD IN RETROSPECT

We have not had much to write about the Reserve sides, largely
due to restriction on space. From the commencement of Loakes Park
the 2nd team had done wonderful things, winning all the competitions
entered for, such as the South Bucks and East Berks Junior League, a
very good competition and a tough one to win. In these early days
the Reserves and Wycombe Trinity attracted big crowds both on the
Rye and at Loakes Park. These two clubs were to feed the Wanderers’
first team and many great players passed through their ranks. The
Wycombe Cup was a hard competition to win, but the Reserves won
it 12 times. The Berks & Bucks Junior Cup was won on one occasion,
in 1923-24,

This was the year that the Berks & Bucks County side beat Essex
to win the County Championship for the first time, by 2 goals to 0.

Several Wanderers players took part :—

Jim Kipping, Frank Adams (captain), Joe Grace, Fred Gates and Reg Boreham.
Jim Kipping also played when the Juniors won the County Championship, with
Harry Phipps, in the same year.

The Stand had been enlarged during this period, 1926, to extend
the whole length of the playing pitch, as we know it today, with dressing
accommodation and baths at the back. Until then the changing rooms
were at either end of the Stand. Many old players and members will
remember the nice-looking thatched roof changing room at the Marlow
Hill end always used by the visitors.
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The Wanderers continued to hold their own in the Isthmian
League, with the exception of one year when they had to seek re-
election—being bottom but one. But they regularly appeared in the
Final of the Berks & Bucks Cup. In 1931-32 they beat Chesham
United by one goal. In 1933-34 this same team beat us by 3 goals to
0, after a draw of 0—0. Aylesbury United were beaten in 1934-35 by
3—0. Windsor & Eton won by 3—1 in 1936-37 and again in 1937-38
(1—0). Although the Wanderers appeared in the final of the Cup six
years out of seven they only won the cup twice. It is almost true to
state that they have lost this trophy in the final as many times as they
have won it. Yet over the same period they have always given a good
account of themselves in National Competitions.

SECOND WORLD WAR, 1939-45

The Second World War broke upon us perhaps suddenly. Many
of our players received an immediate call-up. Football everywhere
received a great set-back, but competitions were improvised and the
Berks & Bucks F.A. ran an Emergency War Senior Cup competition,
which our team won in 1939-40 by defeating a Wycombe club, The
Redfords. The “ Red Cross ” Fund Cup, War Period, was initiated
and the Wanderers won this in 1942-43,

Meanwhile, clubs got together and formed a league called the
Great Western Combination, which was headed by the Wanderers
after Uxbridge had been beaten on March 31st, 1945, by 7 goals to 2.
We feel sure it would be of interest to give the names of this team :—

A. Hallwood, goal ; M. Lewis, G. Parsons, backs; J. Strong, A. Crump, I*-
Keen, half-backs ; R. Hunt, W. McCullum, F. Avery, T. Andrews, W. Ing, forwards.
Games played 22, won 18, lost 3, drawn 1, for 87, against 40, with points 37.  Maiden-
head United, Windsor & Eton, Oxford City, Windsor Works, Marlow, Uxbridge,
R.AF., Slough United, High Duty Alloys, Reading “A,” and Yiewsley were the clubs
competing.

Many players turned out during this period and the officials put
in a great deal of work. Bob Spatchett, who had fifty years with the
Club as player, committee-man, was Chairman ; Reg Boreham, Hon.
General Secretary, a great player and now undertaking a task of great
responsibility as the chief official ; Wally Howland, Hon. Financial
Secretary, with 60 years of voluntary service for the Club, a tremendous
contribution ; George Bunce, Hon. Treasurer, still in harness with
years of faithful effort in a voluntary capacity, and Charles Allen who
was formerly Hon. Match Secretary, Chairman of Ground Committee
and member of the General Committee for nearly 35 years. We would
mention many more but our space does not allow.

Preparation for the resumption of play was put in hand immediately
after the cessation of hostilities.
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WYCOMBE WANDERERS, 1945

The War having ended, trial games were organised ; meetings of
clubs, leagues and Associations were held, and a start was made with
competitive football as near as possible to where it was left off.

The Wanderers’ first game, against those great fighters, Waltham-
stow Avenue, was played on September 1st, 1945, and the team was :—

A. Hallwood, goal ; M. Lewis, J. Vickers, backs ; F. Lipscombe, A. Crump,
J. Strong, half-backs ; W. Gearing, W. McCullum, F. Avery, T. Andrews, K.
Butler, forwards. The game was lost by 4—3. J. W. Lewis (International) and his
son, J. L. Lewis, formed the right wing for the London team.

The next week Southall knocked us out with a bang by 7—2 in the
F.A. Cup. Looking through the records, many changes were made
during the season. The B. & B. Cup was again won in 1946-47.
This year the Reserves won the Reserve Section of the Isthmian League.

RESERVES SECTION 194647

Goals

P. W. D. L F. A, Pts
Wycombe Wanderers ... 26 18 2 6 94 51 38
Dulwich Hamlet ... 26 18 1 7 99 46 37
Ilford v . . 26 15 5 6 74 42 35
Wimbledon ... ... 26 14 5 7 89 51 33
Woking ... 26 13 6 7 77 59 32
Walthamstow Avenue ... 26 14 2 10 61 48 30
Leytonstone . e 26 14 1 11 71 63 29
Clapton ... 26 1 S 10 50 54 27
St. Albans City ... 26 10 5 11 67 65 25
Kingstonian ... ... 26 9 2 i5 51 78 20
Oxford City 26 6 6 14 40 85 18
Romford ... 26 6 5 15 49 93 17
Tufnell Park 26 6 3 17 44 87 15
Corinthian-Casuals . 26 3 2 21 42 86 8

A John Langdon Publication
Published by

John Langdon Lid.

I NORFOLK PLACE
. PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.2
Telephone 5747/8
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of leading makes including
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Appointed agents and stockists of the following domestic
appliances :

ADA, BELLING, BLACK & DECKER, COLDRATOR,
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RICHARDS, PARNALL, PHILISHAVE, REMINGTON,
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Approved Contractors by the National Inspection Council
for Electric Installation Contracting.
Members of the Radio and Television Retrailers Association
and the High Wycombe Chamber of Commerce.
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53 HIGH STREET

Tomorrow’s car
is here today!

Viwtety iR

Setting the style for years ahead, the Victor
introduces the new low-swept line with panoramic
windscreen and full-circle vision. There’s value in
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. .. 1n its new, low-swept good looks . . . its real
Jfamily roominess . . . its wonderful flat-ride sus-
pension and its vivacious performance. These
advantages and many more in a car that’s delight-
ful to drive, easy to park and outstanding for
petrol economy.

This is an exciting new car at an excitingly low
price. See it in our showroom today.

VICTOR Saloon £498 4 P.T. £250.7.0
VICTOR Super £520 + P.T. £261.7.0

GREGORY’S

HIGH WYCOMBE

320 LONDON ROAD : H.W. 2531/2

also
BRAYWICK ROAD
UXBRIDGE and ' MAIDENHEAD
6332/6 786/7
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In 1949, Mr. R. Boreham retired, and the important office of
Hon. General Secretary was taken over by Mr. W. J. Hayter who
was previously “A” team Secretary. Bl Hayter, since his election,
has seen the Club reach the Ist Round Proper F.A.C.C., Final and
Semi -final ties F.A.A.C., two successive years as Isthmian League
Champions (Senior and Reserve Sections), Berks & Bucks Senior
and Intermediate Cups, Reading Senior Cup, etc. He is a member
of the Isthmian League Council, Vice-President of Berks & Bucks
F.A. and High Wycombe & District Referees’ Assoc. and Schools’ F.A.

The Berks & Bucks Cup was won and then we startled the
football world by reaching the semi-final of the F.A.A.C. 1949-50. The
season started badly, first the game at home, when Dulwich Hamlet,
playing for Isthmian League points, overplayed us. Even in the 4th
Qualifying round of the Amateur Cup against Maidenhead (away) we
had the benefit of fog fifteen minutes before the end of the game when
our opponents were leading by 5—4, and the game had to be abandoned.
The following week, after a great struggle, the game ended in a draw
0—0. At Loakes Park, we won after a great game by 2—1, goals being
scored by H. Mikrut and P. Birdseye.

In the Ist round Proper we travelled to Bungay Town and won
by 4—0, H. Mikrut 2 and J. Blizzard and W. McCullum 1 each. The
2nd round was against Crook Town, which was a wonderful game, with
W. McCullum scoring the only goal. Round 3 found us playing against
Dulwich Hamlet before a large crowd, goals being scored by J. Blizzard,
W. McCullum and P. Birdseye. The next round, round 4, saw St.
Albans as our opponents at home, when before a record crowd, amidst
tremendous enthusiasm, we won 4—1 ; W. McCullum 2, H. Mikrut 1,
K. Butler 1.

All High Wycombe was interested in the draw for the semi-final.
We were to play Bishop Auckland at Brentford. Before a crowd of
33,000 we lost in a hard game by 2—1, Johnny Way scoring a grand
goal. The match was televised and it was a great disappointment to
lose. During this period we received the benefit of the part-time
services of Bill Brown as coach, and we pay tribute to his work in
getting the side fit. We had injuries which affected our play in the
semi-final tie.

The following are the names of those who played in the semi-final against Bishop
Auckland in 1949-50 : C. Lodge, goal ; W. J. Flippance, G. Jackson, backs ; F.
Gearing, M. Krupa, ]J. Way, half-backs ; J. Blizzard, W. McCullum, H. Mikrut,
K. Butler, J. Birdseye, forwards.

WE COMMENCE TO CLIMB THE LADDER OF SUCCESS

~ The Berks & Bucks Cup was won and lost several times. The
1951-52 season commenced the employment of a full-time coach : Mr.
J. McCormick was engaged. We had a fair season and a good run in
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JOIN THE
AUXILIARY FIRE SERVICE

Membershipis-open to-men and
women over [8yrs. of age who
are likely to complete the train-
ing courses available, on the
basis of one or more hours per
week.

Free uniform and out-of-pocket
expenses are provided.

Give yourself the satisfaction of
knowing you are doing some-
thing really worthwhile for
yourself and your country.

This is an interesting part-time
organisation, with good com-
radeship and recreational facil-
ities.

DON’'T DELAY

JOIN TO-DAY

Enquire at any Fire Station
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PRINTERS
for Wycombe Wanderers for over 60 years

FREER & HAYTER

g 3 EASTON ST., HIGH WYCOMBE
' Telephone 390

SIS

Printers of this Handbook

PROGRAMMES, TICKETS, POSTERS etc. ’

for all your sporting events

WYCOMBE’S LEADING PRINTERS
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SERVICE FOR YOU G ¢
WE OFFER A FULL 5;

»

AFTER SALES & REPAIR SERVICE U3

FOR MOTOR CARS, MOTOR CYCLES, CYCLES I

SUSSES S v

3 EXECUTED UNDER PERSONAL SUPERVISION l :
WITH MODERN EQUIPMENT :>
’TAKE NOTE OF OUR ADDRESS E;;
(74
Y s  FOR YOUR SAFETY - 2
& .. P.MANLEY & SON, LTD. LA{?GLE%SCK
& ., 162/164, DESBOROUGH RD. ACCESSORIES
‘ Tel. : HIGH WYCOMBE 562 4.p. TERMS
Y
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AREA DEALERS :—

MORRIS M.G.
WOLSELEY RILEY

STOCKING DEALER :—
MORRIS COMMERCIALS

All Enquiries welcome at your local Nuffield Garage
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Large Workshops and Stores

R. PUGH (HIGH WYCOMBE) LTD.

NUFFIELD HOUSE,
WEST WYCOMBE ROAD

Phone : Hicu WycoMBE 252 or 1691
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FINEST QUALITY

ENGLISH & SCOTCH BEEF
SOUTHDOWN LAMB
ENGLISH PORK
CANTERBURY LAMB
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JEFFRIES

HIGH WYCOMBE PRINCES RISBOROUGH
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THE SEMI-FINAL AGAIN AT DONCASTER

Once again we got through to the semi-final of the F.A.A.C. after
some fine games with clubs with whom it is always a pleasure to play.
In the League we gradually got nearer to the top, as can be seen by
the table in another section of this story. We gained points over the
previous year and at one time we thought we might win, but again
injuries interfered with our playing. M. Hunt, centre-forward, unfor-
tunately received an injury which eventually was to cause him to give
up football altogether. He met with this disaster just before the semi-
final. We hoped against hope that he might be fit, but he could not
make it, much to our regret and to his.

There were no startling results at the commencement of the season
1954-55. Oxford City defeated the Wanderers in the 2nd Qualifying
Round of the F.A. Cup by 4—1. From the first 13 games in the
Isthmian League we obtained 16 points. There was a shock in the
Ist round of the Amateur Cup, at home to Wealdstone, on 18th
December, 1954, when the result was a draw 1 all, M. Hunt scoring.
The replay at Wealdstone was exciting and after a severe tussle we
won by 2—1, Trott and Hunt scoring.

In the 2nd round at Loakes Park we defeated Woking by 4—0 (M.
Hunt 2, G. Truett and P. Bates 1 each). Again we were fortunate in
being drawn at home in the 3rd round, against Ilford, whom we
defeated 3—1 after a great game. M. Hunt, G. Truett and P. Bates
scored.

On the 12th February, 1955, a misfortune befell the Wanderers
when M. Hunt was injured in a game against Barking at Loakes Park
15 minutes from the start. This was a great blow as we had drawn
Pegasus, one of the favourites for the Cup. The game to be played
on the 19th February with the Universities side was cancelled because
of snow. The following week saw-a great struggle before a big crowd,
which ended in a draw, nil all, at Loakes Park. The replay, which
took place at Oxford, on March 5th, was an all-ticket game. This
was a tremendously thrilling encounter resulting in the Wanderers
entering the semi-final by 2 goals to 1. Jackie Tomlin scored the
winning goal in the closing minutes of the game, the other goal being
scored by C. Trott.

We already knew that the winners had to go to Doncaster on
March 12th to meet the redoubtable Bishop Auckland side, winners of
the F.A.A.C. more times than any other club. We had never beaten
them. All means of transport were employed to get there and six
special trains were arranged and well organized too. It was a good
match with many exciting moments in both goals. However, late in
the game the Bishops obtained what we would say was a rather fortunate
goal' to win the match 1—0. Our lads put up a wonderful struggle
against a really good side.
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A Visit to our
’ NEW STORE
ts a MUST for all Footballers

4

4 Exclusive suppliers to Wycombe Wanderers F.C.

; °
&
jg CONTRACTORS TO THE ROYAL NAVY, THE ARMY AND THE ROYAL AIR FORCE
%
¢ Frank Adams Ltd :
2 OF HIGH WYCOMBE 2
S,
1% »
?; SPORTS |
4 WHITE HART STREET §
% HIGH WYCOMBE &
47, Telephone : 409 X
) A
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ATTENTION : Al Ex-R.A.F. Personnel
ROYAL AIR FORCES’
ASSOCIATION

Club House : 114 Totteridge Road
Telephone : 2898

Catering for Weddings undertaken

Fully licensed, Comfortable lounge, Darts, Snooker,

Music-Dancing Bar Billiards

Write Secretary for details

i
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The little-knewn FACTS about
CIVIL DEFENCE TODAY

I The H-Bomb: there IS something we can do about it.
Some people say that if we were attacked with H-~Bombs, the
whole British population would be wiped out at one go. That is

NONSENSE.

For millions of people, there would be excellent chances of

survival,

That is why Civil Defence is worth while.
2 The H-Bomb: we are doing something about it, now.

2 B LSOANSESLNNNE 0D

Civil Defence today is a mod-
ern country-wide service, with
over half a million people in
it. They are training, now,
with first-class equipment.

3 Civil Defence is useful
now, in peace. In 1956 we
had over a guarter of a million
casualties, just from motor
accidents, It might make all
the difference to somebody if
you had-First'Aid Training in
Civil Defence.

4 Civil Defence wants vol-
unteers, NOW. Don’t say,
“I’ll be there on the day.”
That’s too late to train you.
And don’t leave Civil Defence
to other people: The Other
Fellow is YOU.
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Which is your job?

The Headquarters Section
wants administrative and
technical people. The
Warden Section wants
leaders. The Rescue Sec-
tion wants men with
brawn and brain. The
Ambulance and Casualty
Collecting S:ction wants
drivers and First Aid
people. The Welfare Sec-
tion wants friendly, capa~
ble organisers.

The A.E.S.
wants volunteers, too.
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CINVIL IS IS NELS

is common sense

Apply to :

Your Council Offices, or
Civil Defence Office (Bucks Division)
1 Cornmarket, High Wycombe

Telephone : 2458
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Here is the final League Table :—

Reserves Section, 1955-36

Goals

P. W D. L. F. A, Pts.
Wycombe Wanderers ... 28 17 7 4 86 44 41
Bromley ... . 28 16 7 5 80 47 39
Leytonstone . 28 15 7 6 59 30 37
Walthamstow Avenue 28 15 7 6 56 33 37
Oxford City 28 14 7 7 83 64 35
Woking ... 28 12 7 9 57 54 31
Dulwich Hamlet ... 28 11 7 10 78 68 29
Barking ... . ... 28 11 5 12 48 56 27
Ilford 28 11 2 15 53 60 24
Clapton ... 28 9 5 14 50 56 23
Wimbledon . . 28 8 7 13 60 69 23
Romford ... 28 8 6 14 39 61 22
Kingstonian . 28 8 5 15 49 73 21
Cormthian- Casuals 28 7 4 17 41 83 18
St. Albans City ... 28 4 5 19 49 90 13

CLUB CHAIRMAN

Scarcely had the season commenced when the Committee were
informed of the resignation of the Chairman, Mr. G. J. Partridge, who
was unable to continue in office owing to pressure of business. Mr.
Eric L. Webb accepted the Committee’s invitation to this important
office and his guidance and enthusiasm have played a major part in the
success we have enjoyed.

1956~57 BEST SEASON EVER

This season is fresh in our minds and many of us will never forget
the excitement of nearly bringing off the double in all sections, cup
and league. The Isthmian League was in doubt right up to the last
match when the Corinthian-Casuals were defeated by 3—2. This gave
us a lead of one point, making a total of 42 against Woking’s 41. This
match was played on the 4th May and the game was hard fought with
Tomlin (2) and Trott scoring the goals.

The season started with a tour of Switzerland, where three games
were played without defeat. The Wanderers were excused until the
4th Qualifying round of the F.A.C.C., when we played Margate and
lost by 4—2.

Our first game in the F.A. Amateur Cup in the Ist round Proper
was at St. Albans and resulted in a 4—1 victory. The goals were
scored by Bates (2), Trott and Truett. Clapton were our opponents
in the next round at Loakes Park on 26th January, when we gained a
4—2 victory, Bates (3) and Tomlin scoring the goals. On the 9th
February in the 3rd round 12,000 people saw us play against Hounslow
Town and win by 3—1, with Bates, Truett and Trott scoring.

We should mention here a game against Didcot in the B. & B.-
Cup, when a surprise win for Didcot caused a sensation throughout
Amateur soccer.
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