dramatically in the last cou-
ple of years.

The 22vyearold joined
Queens Park Rangers from
Wycombe Wanderérs on Au-
gust 13 in a deal reported to be
worth at least £2.75 million.

And he is up and firing
already for new boss Julien
Stephan  having notched

4 Championship goals in each

of the last two Saturdays.

It's a remarkable story
which began in truly humble
surroundings. Kone originally

i relocated to England as a teen-

ager six years ago after appear-

ing for his native Ivory Coast at

the Homeless World Cug™”
Almost immediately, e con-

# nected with Athletic Newham
g courtesy of a chance encoun-

ter - firstly playing in the East-
ern Counties League before
the club were reassigned to
Essex Senior League circles.

Perseverance

“Onee I came to the UK, I
tried to find a football team to
play for,” Kone said. “It was
my dream to make a living as
a footballer.

“Then [ spotted the Ath-
letic Newham squad prac-
ticing in a park. So I joined
them for training and start-
ed playving matches which
I thoroughly enjoved. I
learned to polish my skills
in Non-League and | worked
hard with dedication, perse-
verance and patience.

“During that period, I
couldn’t play professionally
anywhere due to my initial
visa situation. It wasn't
easy mentally In fact, Thad |
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very good to me, Especially
the manager at the time, Chris
Davis, and chairman Filipe Ta-
vares. The club helped me find
accommodation and I made
many friends in the squad.

“I remain in contact with a
lot of the Newham lads now
and I go to see them play when-
ever [ can. They were amazing
for me.”

Kone scored 125 goals in
148 games across four-and-a-
half seasons at The Sir Bobby
Moore Sports Hub - and Kone
says it gave him the perfect &
grounding.

“l  absolutely  relished

playing in the Essex Senior
League as a teenager,” he re-
called. “1 was playing against
tough men week in, week out.
it helped me discover how to
overcome physical defenders.

“We had a promising FA
Vase run in 2021-22 making it
to the fourth round and win-
ning 5-0 at home versus Little-
hampton Town when I scored
four goals. Unforfunately, we
were disqualified in light of
some plaver eligibility prob-
lems. It would've been lovely to
reach Wembley!” :

Unsurprisingly, Kone soon

attracted inense attention at Wycombe. The first occa- they've launched at Loftus
from the proclubsand, accord- ~ sion I still had visa issuesand  Road. I felt there was no bet-
. ‘was unable to complete the ter team for me.
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